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February 4th , 2018

Remember in Prayer
Northside Congregation: Frances Greer;
Pat Ledford; Janie Owens; Rebecca Creger;
Charles Williams; Carla Murray; Rosemary
Fairchild; Donna Smith; Teddy Jacobs; Harvey
Ray
Shut-Ins: Betty Gay (Bayfront Hospital, Rm
578); Susan Jacobs; George Smith; Cherrie Bour;
Ginger Matusovich; Chiquita Brown
Friends and Family: Charlie Surprenant
(Donna-Marie's brother, recovering from
emergency surgery); Lupercio Green (Molly's
brother); Jenny Greer (Frances' granddaughter,
fell); Kim Bescemi (friend of Ted's, health
problems); Family of Dennis Bongiovanni
(Leota's son, passed away); Family of Heather
Lamb (26 yr. old relative of Linda Hadsock,
tragic death); Sam Hall (Nancy's husband); Elise
Arnold; Michael Justice (Rachel Fairchild's
father, cancer surgery in Feb.); Robert Knox
(Lori's brother, cancer has returned); Mark
Galuppo (Ann Paree's son, brain aneurism – no
surgery is required at this time); George Hanis
(Alma's brother); Rick Buonaguro; Heather
Reeves (Rebecca's granddaughter, cancer);
Henry Nobles; Matthew Holleran (Marine
Corp.); Dominic Clements (All Children's,
terminally ill); Mary (friend of Pat's, terminal
cancer); Jim Terrasco (neighbor of Fairchild's,
stroke); Wilma Green; Debbie Walters (skin
cancer); Sandy Anderson (Ron Fairchild's sister);
Jack Jenkins (kidney disease, myloma); John
Andrix; Lee Brewer (Don Greer's father-in-law);
Henry Hair (uncle of Don Greer); Kennedy
Fortnier (Molly’s 6 yr. old niece, recovering from
liver transplant); Grace Pontone (chemo);
Rebecca Creger's family; Don Bailey (Tom's
father); C.J. McKinney; Pamela Lowry (Ted's
cousin, Parkinson's); Kevin Penick (Paul's

brother-in-law, cancer); Louis Green (Molly's
nephew, cancer); Tom Chaffin (Pat Ledford's
brother); Angela Thomas (Lori Williams' cousin,
cancer); Tim Bulu (Greer’s neighbor); Cody
Ganoe; Kenny Headley (Kadie's nephew); Edna
(Janie Owen's sister); Julie Wilson (Kadie's
friend, on chemo); Caroline Gallagher (2 yr-old
with leukemia); Gus Stranch (7 yr. old – cancer)

Announcements
February 4th – Ron Clayton will be here today
giving a report on the missionary work in India.
There will be a potluck lunch in the Annex
immediately following morning services.
February 17th, 9:00 a.m. - Ladies Bible class
& breakfast. Please bring your Bible and a
breakfast item to share.
February 24th, 6:00 p.m. - Evening song
service and finger food fellowship
Pantry item: Chicken noodle soup
Cleaning the building: Paul & Heather
*Volunteers needed! If you can help clean the
church building, please let Lori Williams know.
Start the new year by spending time each day
committing the Word of God to heart. Keep
working on being a centurion of scripture by
setting a goal to memorize 100 verses.

Memory Verses for This Week:
Acts 2:38 KJV - 38 Then Peter said unto them,
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Acts 22:16 KJV - 16 And now why tarriest
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

Alcohol and Sin
Alcohol is a device Satan uses to deceitfully
destroy the lives and souls of many people. Over
1/3rd of Americans drink, meaning that, 10 billion is
spent on liquor every year. Thus, it is sad to consider
that while people are losing their jobs and homes,
they still refuse to remove the pacifier of alcohol from
their mouths. Alas, people continue to drink despite
the fact that 20-50% of hospital beds are occupied by
people whose illness is associated with alcohol use.
People drink alcohol despite that over 50% of all
arrest are due to alcohol and that over 50 % of
seventh graders and nearly 90% of high school
seniors have tried alcohol. Alcohol is further
consumed despite the fact that alcohol is the leading
cause of death among 15-24 year olds and despite that
40 - 60% of all fatal crashes involving a young driver
who had been drinking. When is it enough to realize
alcohol is a problem?
Well, God has always known. It should be no
mystery to anyone that drunkenness is included
among the works of the flesh which will not allow an
individual to inherit the kingdom of God (Galatians
5:21). In addition, the use of alcohol impairs the
qualities one must possess to be pleasing to God such
as self-control, reason, and sound judgment (1Peter
1:6; 4:7; Galatians 5:23). Now, it is difficult at times
to live and act properly before God when one is sober,
let alone while under the influence of alcohol.
However, some ask, “If drinking is wrong then
why did Jesus turn the water into wine in John 2?
Surely Jesus would not provide for some what He
condemns for others.” Jesus did not make alcoholic
wine, but fruit of the vine. That which was not
fermented. Besides this, it is a fact of history that
what was drunk at the table in the ancient world was
not the intoxicating wine of today. Not only the
Greeks, but the Hebrews and Romans alike cut their
wine with 3 and 4 parts water to drink as a beverage.
Now, wine that was not deluded and was not the fruit
of the vine, was referred to as strong drink, which the
Bible so clearly warns against. Every product that
anyone would drink as a social drink today, such as
beer, wine, or liquor, has alcohol content classifying it

as strong drink.
Now, some defend social drinking by stating, “I
can control my drinking, I don't get drunk.” Well,
drunk by whose standards: yours or God’s? Besides,
you should know that the very example that drinking
sets before others condemns it before God (1Timothy
4:12). So, could anyone who defends social drinking
be willing to say: (1) That they believe they could
convincingly have a righteous influence on others
with a drink in their hand? (2) That they would want
others, especially children to follow their example?
(3) That when Jesus comes in judgment they would
be perfectly comfortable meeting Him with a drink in
their hand?
Sadly, billions of dollars are spent to advertise the
use of alcohol as fun and glamorous. To drink, we are
told, is to “go for the gusto,” “the high life.” We are
told that when you drink “it just doesn't get any better
than this” and that when you drink, “life is good.”
You must know that Satan never gives the true
picture. Satan disguises himself as an angel of light (2
Corinthians 11:14). Never do the alcohol commercials
show the guy in the gutter in his own vomit. Never do
they show hungry children where some mom or dad
drank up the paycheck. Never do they show the dead
and mangled bodies in a pile of twisted metal where a
drunk has hit a car head on. Neither do they mention
God's displeasure with it all. Make no mistake, sin is
deceitful (Hebrews 3:12-13).
Robert Notgrass
Lubeck Church of Christ
Washington, WV

